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five (55) degrees and a maximum of 
sixty (60) degrees measured from the 
horizontal. 

(4) Handrails. (i) Units having more 
than five (5) steps or 60 inches vertical 
height to the top step shall be equipped 
with handrails. 

(ii) Handrails shall be a minimum of 
29 inches high. Measurements shall be 
taken vertically from the center of the 
step. 

(5) Loading. The load (see paragraph 
(a)(2)(ii)(a) of this section) shall be ap-
plied uniformly to a 31⁄2 inches wide 
area front to back at the center of the 
width span with a safety factor of four 
(4).

§ 1910.30 Other working surfaces. 

(a) Dockboards (bridge plates). (1) Port-
able and powered dockboards shall be 
strong enough to carry the load im-
posed on them. 

(2) Portable dockboards shall be se-
cured in position, either by being an-
chored or equipped with devices which 
will prevent their slipping. 

(3) Powered dockboards shall be de-
signed and constructed in accordance 
with Commercial Standard CS202–56 
(1961) ‘‘Industrial Lifts and Hinged 
Loading Ramps published by the U.S. 
Department of Commerce, which is in-
corporated by reference as specified in 
§ 1910.6. 

(4) Handholds, or other effective 
means, shall be provided on portable 
dockboards to permit safe handling. 

(5) Positive protection shall be pro-
vided to prevent railroad cars from 
being moved while dockboards or 
bridge plates are in position. 

(b) Forging machine area. (1) Machines 
shall be so located as to give (i) enough 
clearance between machines so that 
the movement of one operator will not 
interfere with the work of another, (ii) 
ample room for cleaning machines and 
handling the work, including material 
and scrap. The arrangement of ma-
chines shall be such that operators will 
not stand in aisles. 

(2) Aisles shall be provided of suffi-
cient width to permit the free move-
ment of employees bringing and remov-
ing material. This aisle space is to be 
independent of working and storage 
space. 

(3) Wood platforms used on the floor 
in front of machines shall be substan-
tially constructed. 

(c) Veneer machinery. (1) Sides of 
steam vats shall extend to a height of 
not less than 36 inches above the floor, 
working platform, or ground. 

(2) Large steam vats divided into sec-
tions shall be provided with substantial 
walkways between sections. Each 
walkway shall be provided with a 
standard handrail on each exposed side. 
These handrails may be removable, if 
necessary. 

(3) Covers shall be removed only from 
that portion of steaming vats on which 
men are working and a portable railing 
shall be placed at this point to protect 
the operators. 

(4) Workmen shall not ride or step on 
logs in steam vats. 

[39 FR 23502, June 27, 1974, as amended at 49 
FR 5322, Feb. 10, 1984; 61 FR 9235, Mar. 7, 1996]

Subpart E—Means of Egress

AUTHORITY: Sections 4, 6, and 8 of the Occu-
pational Safety and Health Act of 1970 (29 
U.S.C. 653, 655, 657); Secretary of Labor’s 
Order No. 12–71 (36 FR 8754), 8–76 (41 FR 
25059), 9–83 (48 FR 35736), or 1–90 (55 FR 9033), 
as applicable.

§ 1910.35 Definitions. 
As used in this subpart. 
(a) Means of egress. A means of egress 

is a continuous and unobstructed way 
of exit travel from any point in a build-
ing or structure to a public way and 
consists of three separate and distinct 
parts: the way of exit access, the exit, 
and the way of exit discharge. A means 
of egress comprises the vertical and 
horizontal ways of travel and shall in-
clude intervening room spaces, door-
ways, hallways, corridors, passage-
ways, balconies, ramps, stairs, enclo-
sures, lobbies, escalators, horizontal 
exits, courts, and yards. 

(b) Exit access. Exit access is that por-
tion of a means of egress which leads to 
an entrance to an exit. 

(c) Exit. Exit is that portion of a 
means of egress which is separated 
from all other spaces of the building or 
structure by construction or equip-
ment as required in this subpart to pro-
vide a protected way of travel to the 
exit discharge. 
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(d) Exit discharge. Exit discharge is 
that portion of a means of egress be-
tween the termination of an exit and a 
public way. 

(e) Low hazard contents. Low hazard 
contents shall be classified as those of 
such low combustibility that no self- 
propagating fire therein can occur and 
that consequently the only probable 
danger requiring the use of emergency 
exits will be from panic, fumes, or 
smoke, or fire from some external 
source. 

(f) High-hazard contents. High-hazard 
contents shall be classified as those 
which are liable to burn with extreme 
rapidity or from which poisonous 
fumes or explosions are to be feared in 
the event of fire. 

(g) Ordinary hazard contents. Ordinary 
hazard contents shall be classified as 
those which are liable to burn with 
moderate rapidity and to give off a 
considerable volume of smoke but from 
which neither poisonous fumes nor ex-
plosions are to be feared in case of fire. 

(h) Approved. For the purpose of this 
subpart approved shall mean listed or 
approved equipment by a nationally 
recognized testing laboratory. Refer to 
§ 1910.155(c)(3)(iv)(A) for definition of 
listed, and § 1910.7 for nationally recog-
nized testing laboratory. 

(i) Emergency action plan means a 
plan for a workplace, or parts thereof, 
describing what procedures the em-
ployer and employees must take to en-
sure employee safety from fire or other 
emergencies. 

(j) Emergency escape route means the 
route that employees are directed to 
follow in the event they are required to 
evacuate the workplace or seek a des-
ignated refuge area. 

[39 FR 23502, June 27, 1974, as amended at 45 
FR 60703, Sept. 12, 1980; 53 FR 12121, Apr. 12, 
1988]

§ 1910.36 General requirements. 
(a) Application. This subpart contains 

general fundamental requirements es-
sential to providing a safe means of 
egress from fire and like emergencies. 
Nothing in this subpart shall be con-
strued to prohibit a better type of 
building construction, more exits, or 
otherwise safer conditions than the 
minimum requirements specified in 
this subpart. Exits from vehicles, ves-

sels, or other mobile structures are not 
covered by this subpart. 

(b) Fundamental requirements. (1) 
Every building or structure, new or 
old, designed for human occupancy 
shall be provided with exits sufficient 
to permit the prompt escape of occu-
pants in case of fire or other emer-
gency. The design of exits and other 
safeguards shall be such that reliance 
for safety to life in case of fire or other 
emergency will not depend solely on 
any single safeguard; additional safe-
guards shall be provided for life safety 
in case any single safeguard is ineffec-
tive due to some human or mechanical 
failure. 

(2) Every building or structure shall 
be so constructed, arranged, equipped, 
maintained, and operated as to avoid 
undue danger to the lives and safety of 
its occupants from fire, smoke, fumes, 
or resulting panic during the period of 
time reasonably necessary for escape 
from the building or structure in case 
of fire or other emergency. 

(3) Every building or structure shall 
be provided with exits of kinds, num-
bers, location, and capacity appro-
priate to the individual building or 
structure, with due regard to the char-
acter of the occupancy, the number of 
persons exposed, the fire protection 
available, and the height and type of 
construction of the building or struc-
ture, to afford all occupants convenient 
facilities for escape. 

(4) In every building or structure 
exits shall be so arranged and main-
tained as to provide free and unob-
structed egress from all parts of the 
building or structure at all times when 
it is occupied. No lock or fastening to 
prevent free escape from the inside of 
any building shall be installed except 
in mental, penal, or corrective institu-
tions where supervisory personnel is 
continually on duty and effective pro-
visions are made to remove occupants 
in case of fire or other emergency. 

(5) Every exit shall be clearly visible 
or the route to reach it shall be con-
spicuously indicated in such a manner 
that every occupant of every building 
or structure who is physically and 
mentally capable will readily know the 
direction of escape from any point, and 
each path of escape, in its entirety, 
shall be so arranged or marked that 
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